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1 Introduction 

1.1 Introduction 

1.1.1 The Environmental Lighting Impact Assessment (ELIA) is provided as a technical 
appendix to the Environmental Statement (ES) and presents information to enable 
statutory consultees, members of the public, and the Secretary of State to 
understand, identify, and assess the likely significant effects of obtrusive light from 
Cambridge Waste Water Treatment Plant Relocation ("CWWTPR") on human 
receptors. This ELIA needs to be read in conjunction with Chapter 2 of the ES which 
set out the context of the project (App Doc Reference 5.2.2).  

1.1.2 The following documents have been utilised to inform the ELIA: -  

• Lighting Design Strategy (Appendix 2.5, App Doc Ref 5.4.2.5) 

• Code of Construction Practice Part A ( Appendix 2.1, App Doc Ref 5.4.2.1) 

• The Proposed Development is shown on the Works Plans (App Doc Ref 4.3.0 
to 4.3.11), General Arrangement Plans (App Doc Ref 4.2) and Design Plans ( 
App Doc Ref 4.9 – 4.14),  together with the other plans contained in Volume 4 
of the application. 

1.1.3 This ELIA: 

• Summarises the proposed lighting elements of CWWTPR. 

• Identifies the relevant legal and policy framework that has informed the 
undertaking of this assessment.  

• Describes the methodology used to identify and assess likely significant 
effects.  

• Describes the baseline environmental conditions against which the effects of 
CWWTPR are predicted.  

• Describes the proposed lighting elements and equipment use for CWWTPR. 

• Describes the measures that have been adopted as part of CWWTPR (primary 
mitigation, best practice and tertiary mitigation).  

• Assesses the likely significant effects that could result from the CWWTPR 
during the construction, operation, and maintenance of CWWTPR taking into 
account the primary mitigation, best practice and tertiary mitigation). 

• Describes the measures to be adopted as part of the CWWTPR (secondary 
mitigation).  

• Assesses residual effects following the taking into account of the secondary 
mitigation.  

• Provides a summary of residual effects for the mitigated CWWTPR.  
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1.2 Anglian Water Services Limited 

1.2.1 Anglian Water Services Limited (the ‘Applicant’) is the largest regulated water and 
water recycling company in England and Wales by geographic area, supplying water 
and water recycling services to almost seven million people in the East of England 
and Hartlepool.  

1.2.2 The Applicant is committed to bringing environmental and social prosperity to the 
region they serve, through their commitment to Love Every Drop. As a purpose-led 
business, The Applicant seeks to contribute to the environmental and social 
wellbeing of the communities within which they operate. As one of the largest 
energy users in the East of England, they are also committed to reaching net zero 
carbon emissions by 2030. 

1.3 Introduction to the relocation project 

1.3.1 Anglian Water's Cambridge Waste Water Treatment Plant Relocation project 
(CWWTPRP) ("the Proposed Development") is funded by Homes England, the 
Government's housing accelerator which seeks to improve neighbourhoods and 
grow communities by releasing land for development. 

1.3.2 The Proposed Development involves the relocation of the existing Cambridge Waste 
Water Treatment Plant (WWTP) currently operating at Cowley Road, Cambridge, to a 
new site between Horningsea, Fen Ditton and Stow cum Quy, adjacent to the A14 in 
Cambridgeshire. 

1.3.3 The relocation would make the site of the existing WWTP available to form part of 
the development of a new low-carbon city district, known as North East Cambridge.  
The site at Cowley Road, is Cambridge’s last major brownfield site, and the wider 
North East Cambridge district proposals envisage creating around 8,350 homes and 
15,000 jobs over the next 20 years. 

1.3.4 North East Cambridge is a highly sustainable location for housing. In addition to the 
Homes England funding, the area has benefitted from Transport Infrastructure Fund 
(TIF) funding for Park & Ride, the completion of Cambridge Guided Bus public 
transport infrastructure, the delivery of the Cambridge North rail station and the 
Chisholm Trail. 

1.3.5 North East Cambridge is one of three key strategic sites which will form “central 
building blocks of any future strategy for development” in the proposed Greater 
Cambridge Local Plan being jointly prepared by Cambridge City Council and South 
Cambridgeshire District Council that will be subject to public consultation in Autumn 
2023. The North East Cambridge Area Action Plan (AAP), currently in "Proposed 
Submission" form, will be the planning policy framework which ultimately guides the 
development of North East Cambridge city district. 

1.3.6 The importance of the Proposed Development, both regionally and nationally, was 
recognised by the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) 
in January 2021, who directed that the Proposed Development is nationally 
significant and is to be treated as a development for which a Development Consent 
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Order (DCO) is required (see Appendix 1-3 of the Planning Statement, App Doc Ref 
7.5).   

1.3.7 The policy context of the Proposed Development is described in more detail in the 
Planning Statement (Application Document Reference 7.5) 

1.4 The relocation site 

1.4.1 The relocation site was selected following comprehensive study and public 
consultation. The site selection process and consideration of alternatives is described 
in more detail in Chapter 3: Alternatives of the Environmental Statement (App Doc 
Ref 5.2.3).  

1.4.2 The current environmental conditions at the existing Cambridge WWTP site and at 
the relocation site are described in Chapter 2: Project Description of the 
Environmental Statement ( App Doc Ref 5.2.2).  The site is located to the north-east 
of Cambridge and 2km to the east of the existing Cambridge WWTP, as shown on the 
Works Plans ( App Doc Ref 4.3.1).   It is situated on arable farmland immediately 
north of the A14 and east of the B1047 Horningsea Road in the green belt between 
the villages of Horningsea to the north, Stow cum Quy to the east and Fen Ditton to 
the south west. Two overhead lines of pylons cross the northern and eastern edges 
of the main development site and come together with a third line at the north 
eastern corner of the site.   The topography is fairly flat with an approximately 4m 
fall across the site south west to north east. 

1.5 Purpose of the Proposed Development 

1.5.1 The Proposed Development for which the DCO is being sought will deliver all the 
functions of the existing Cambridge WWTP at Cowley Road, treating all waste water 
from the Cambridge catchment and wet sludge from the wider region.  

1.5.2 In addition, it will have an increased capacity, being intended to treat the waste 
water from the Waterbeach catchment and anticipated housing growth in the 
combined Cambridge and Waterbeach catchment area.  

1.5.3 The infrastructure provided as part of the main works will have a design life to at 
least 2090, and the supporting infrastructure (i.e. the transfer tunnel, pipelines and 
outfall) will have a designed capacity sufficient to meet population growth 
projections plus an allowance for climate change into the 2080s.  Furthermore, there 
is capability for expansion in space that has been provided within the earth bank and 
by modification, enhancement and optimisation of the design to accommodate 
anticipated flows into the early 2100s.` 

1.6 Outline description of the Proposed Development 

1.6.1 The DCO application is seeking approval for the following main elements of the 
Proposed Development: 

• an integrated waste water and sludge treatment plant.   
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• a shaft to intercept waste water at the existing Cambridge WWTP on Cowley 
Road and a tunnel/ pipeline to transfer it to the proposed WWTP and 
terminal pumping station. Temporary intermediate shafts to launch and 
recover the micro-tunnel boring machine.  

• a gravity pipeline transferring treated waste water from the proposed 
WWTP to a discharge point on the River Cam and a pipeline for storm water 
overflows.   

• a twin pipeline transferring waste water from Waterbeach to the existing 
Cambridge WWTP, with the option of a connection direct in to the proposed 
WWTP when the existing works is decommissioned.   

• on-site buildings, including - a Gateway Building with incorporated 
Discovery Centre, substation building, workshop, vehicle parking including 
electrical vehicle charging points, fencing and lighting.   

• environmental mitigation and enhancements including substantial 
biodiversity net gain, improved habitats for wildlife, extensive landscaping, a 
landscaped earth bank enclosing the proposed WWTP, climate resilient 
drainage system and improved recreational access and connectivity.  

• renewable energy generation via anaerobic digestion which is part of the 
sludge treatment process that produces biogas designed to be able to feed 
directly into the local gas network to heat homes, or as an alternative 
potential future option burnt in combined heat and power engines.   

• renewable energy generation via solar photovoltaic and associated battery 
energy storage system.   

• other ancillary development such as internal site access, utilities, including 
gas, electricity and communications and connection to the site drainage 
system.   

• a new vehicle access from Horningsea Road including for Heavy Goods 
Vehicles (HGV’s) bringing sludge onto the site for treatment and other site 
traffic.   

• Temporary construction works including compounds, temporary highway 
controls, accesses and signage, fencing and gates, security and safety 
measures, lighting, welfare facilities, communication control and telemetry 
infrastructure. 

• Decommissioning works to the existing Cambridge WWTP to cease its 
existing operational function and to facilitate the surrender of its 
operational permits including removal of pumps, isolation of plant, electrical 
connections and pipework, filling and capping of pipework, cleaning of 
tanks, pipes, screens and other structures, plant and machinery, works to 
decommission the potable water supply and works to restrict access to 
walkways, plant and machinery. 



   
  

Cambridge Waste Water Treatment Relocation Project 
Lighting Assessment Report  

6 

  
1.6.2 Additional elements, together with more information on the above features are 

provided in Chapter 2: Project Description of the Environmental Statement (App Doc 
Ref 5.2.2). Principles of Good Design have been used to inform the development of 
the project, which has been guided by the National Infrastructure Commission's 
Design Principles, advice from the Design Council and review by the Cambridgeshire 
Quality Panel, as described in the Design and Access Statement ( App Doc Ref 7.6). 

1.6.3 Construction activities, likely to take 3-4 years, will include the creation of a shaft to 
intercept waste water at the existing Cambridge WWTP and temporary intermediate 
shafts between the existing Cambridge WWTP and the proposed WWTP to launch 
and recover a micro-tunnel boring machine. The sequence and location of 
construction activities are also detailed in Chapter 2: Project Description of the 
Environmental Statement ( App Doc Ref 5.2.2).  

1.6.4 Towards the end of the construction period, commissioning of the Proposed 
Development will commence, lasting for between 6 months and 1 year.  

1.6.5 The Proposed Development will also involve the decommissioning of the existing 
Cambridge WWTP at Cowley Road.  This is secured by the Development Consent 
Order and the Outline Decommissioning Plan (Appendix 2.3, App Doc Ref 5.4.2.3) 
and involves activities necessary to take the existing plant out of operational use and 
to surrender its current operational permits.    

1.6.6 Following decommissioning, the site of the existing plant will be made available in 
accordance with agreements already in place with Homes England and with the 
master developer appointed to deliver the redevelopment of North East Cambridge    

1.6.7 Consent is not sought under the Development Consent Order for the subsequent 
demolition or redevelopment of the Cowley Road site, which, as described in 
Chapter 2: Project Description of the Environmental Statement ( App Doc Ref 5.2.2) 
will be consented under a separate and future planning permission, by master 
developers, U+I and TOWN, appointed under the agreements described above.  

1.6.8 The relationship between the Proposed Development, the scope of the draft DCO 
and the future demolition and redevelopment of the site at Cowley Road is set out in 
figure 1.1.
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Figure 1.1: Scope of the draft DCO and the future demolition and redevelopment of the site at Cowley Road  
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1.7 Environmental mitigation 

1.7.1 Through the environmental impact assessment process and community and 
technical stakeholder engagement the Proposed Development has incorporated 
comprehensive environmental mitigation, secured through the Development 
Consent Order. 

1.7.2 This mitigation includes a Landscape, Ecological and Recreational Management Plan 
("LERMP", Appendix 8.14,  App Doc Ref 5.4.8.14) has been developed to 
complement regional and local initiatives, including the Wicken Fen Vision and the 
Cambridge Nature Network. The 22-hectare footprint of the plant is encircled by a 
landscaped and planted earth bank situated within the broader LERMP area of 
around 70-hectares, 

1.8 Additional project benefits 

1.8.1 In addition to enabling housing growth and future economic development of the 
Greater Cambridge area the project will also give rise to a number of additional 
benefits including: 

• significantly reduced carbon emissions compared to the existing Cambridge WWTP, 
being operationally net zero and energy neutral, contributing to Anglian Water’s 
ambition of being operationally net zero as a business by 2030. 

• greater resilience and improved storm management, meaning storm overflows and 
Combined Sewer Overflows (CSOs) are far less likely to occur. This means that, as 
Greater Cambridge continues to grow, the facility will be able to treat a greater 
volume of storm flows to a higher standard than would be the case at today’s 
facility. 

• The proposed WWTP is being designed to reduce concentration in final treated 
effluent discharges of phosphorus, ammonia, total suspended solids and biological 
oxygen demand (BOD), compared to the existing Cambridge WWTP. This means that 
when the new facility starts to operate, water quality in the River Cam will improve. 

 

1.9 Proposed lighting 

1.9.1 Certain activities during the construction, operation and maintenance of the 
Proposed Development would operate 24 hours a day, therefore lighting would be 
required during the hours of darkness to fulfil health and safety requirements. 

1.9.2 During construction of the Proposed Development there will be temporary lighting 
required to facilitate construction including: 

• Lighting of temporary compounds. 

• Lighting on plant and equipment i.e. cranes. 

• Vehicle lighting. 
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2 Legislation, Policy and Guidance 

2.1 Introduction 

2.1.1 The following section identifies legislation, national and local planning policies along 
with guidance relevant to lighting for the Proposed Development. 

2.2 Legislation 

2.2.1 The Clean Neighbourhoods and Environmental Act (CNEA) 2005 amended Section 79 
of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 to include “artificial light emitted from 
premises so as to be prejudicial to health or a nuisance”. 

2.2.2 The CNEA states that this does not apply to defence infrastructure, airports, harbour 
premises, railway premises, tramway premises, bus stations and any associated 
facilities, public service vehicle operating centres, lighthouses and prisons. Additional 
guidance is provided by the government website GOV.UK, Guidance on “Artificial 
light nuisances: how councils deal with complaints”, and states that street lighting is 
also excluded.  

2.2.3 Local Authorities are provided with powers to serve abatement notices to premises 
with artificial lighting installations deemed to be causing a nuisance. There is 
however no definition provided on the levels of artificial lighting which could be 
considered as a statutory nuisance. 

2.2.4 Section 103 of CNEA allows the defence of best practicable means where artificial 
lighting is emitted from industrial, trade or business premises or where lighting is 
used for an outdoor relevant sports facility. 

2.3 National policies 

National Policy Statement for Waste Water, March 2012 

2.3.1 Paragraph 4.7.4 requires the assessment supporting the DCO application to: 
“…include the visibility and conspicuousness of the project during construction and of 
the presence and operation of the project and potential impacts on views and visual 
amenity. This should include any light pollution effects including on local amenity and 
nature conservation.” 

2.3.2 Paragraph 4.12.1 acknowledges that “During the construction, operation and 
decommissioning of waste water infrastructure there is potential for the release of a 
range of emissions such as dust, steam, smoke, artificial light and for infestation of 
insects. All have the potential to have a detrimental impact on amenity or cause a 
common law nuisance or statutory nuisance under Part III, Environmental Protection 
Act 1990.”  

2.3.3 Paragraph 4.12.4 requires The Applicant to: “…assess the potential for insect 
infestation and emissions of dust, steam, smoke and artificial light to have a 
detrimental impact on amenity, as part of the Environmental Statement.” 
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2.3.4 Paragraph 4.12.7 advises that: “The decision maker should satisfy itself that all 
reasonable steps have been taken, and will be taken, to minimise any detrimental 
impact on amenity from insect infestation and emissions of dust, steam, smoke, and 
artificial light.” 

2.3.5 Paragraph 4.12.9 advises that “…the decision maker may consider attaching 
requirements to the development consent, in order to secure mitigation measures 
proposed by an applicant, in particular for the management and mitigation 
concerning insect infestation and emissions of dust, steam, smoke and artificial light 
from the development.” 

National Planning Policy Framework 2019 

2.3.6 The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG), 2021), 
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), provides guidance on the Government’s 
national planning policies and how they are expected to be applied. With regards to 
light pollution, Section 15 Paragraph 185 states: 

2.3.7 “Planning policies and decisions should also ensure that new development is 
appropriate for its location taking into account the likely effects (including cumulative 
effects) of pollution on health, living conditions and the natural environment, as well 
as the potential sensitivity of the site or the wider area to impacts that could arise 
from the development. In doing so they should: … 

2.3.8 c) limit the impact of light pollution from artificial light on local amenity, intrinsically 
dark landscapes and nature conservation.” 

2.4 National guidance  

2.4.1 The MHCLG Planning Practice Guidance (2019) sets out planning policies and the 
governments expectations of how these should be applied. The guidance provides a 
section on Light Pollution (2019) and provides guidance on the following: 

• What light pollution considerations does planning need to address? 

• What factors can be considered when assessing whether a development 
proposal might have implications for light pollution? 

• What factors are relevant when considering where light shines? 

• What factors are relevant when considering when light shines? 

• What factors are relevant when considering how much light shines? 

• What factors are relevant when considering possible ecological impacts of 
lighting? 

• What other information is available that could inform approaches to lighting 
and help reduce light pollution? 
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2.5 Local policies 

Table 2-1: Summary of relevant policies within the South Cambridgeshire Local Plan (2018) 
Policy Number Title Policy Summary 

SC/9: Lighting 
Proposals 

Lighting 
Proposals  

Development proposals which include new external 
lighting will only be permitted where it can be 
demonstrated that:  
a. The proposed lighting scheme and levels are the 
minimum required for reasons of public safety, crime 
prevention / security, and living, working and recreational 
purposes; 
b. Light spillage and glare are minimised;  
c. There is no unacceptable adverse impact on the local 
amenity of neighbouring or nearby properties, or on the 
surrounding countryside; 
d. There is no dazzling or distraction to road users 
including cyclists, equestrians and pedestrians;  
e. Road and footway lighting meets the County Council’s 
adopted standards. 
Proposed development that is adversely affected by 
existing artificial lighting outside the development site will 
not be permitted unless any significant impact can be 
mitigated to an acceptable level. 

Source: South Cambridgeshire Local Plan (2018) 
 

Table 2-2: Summary of relevant policies within Cambridge Local Plan (2018) 
Policy Number Title Policy Summary 

Policy 34 Light pollution 
control 

Development proposals that include new external lighting 
or changes to existing external lighting will be permitted 
where it can be demonstrated that:  
a. it is the minimum required to undertake the task, 
taking into account public safety and crime prevention;  
b. upwards or intrusive light spillage is minimised;  
c. it minimises impact to local residential amenity; and 
d. it minimises impact to wildlife and landscape character, 
particularly at sites on the edge of Cambridge. 

Source: Cambridge Local Plan (2018) 

2.6 Local guidance 

Table 2-3: Summary of relevant guidance within Greater Cambridgeshire Supplementary 
Planning Document (SPD) (2020) 

Policy Number Title Policy Summary 

Policy 3.6  Light Pollution Section 3.6 of the SPD provides guidance to inform the 
design of lighting installations and the reduction of 
obtrusive light to ensure that minimum policy 
requirements are met and where possible exceeded. 
Detailed guidance is provided on the preferred approach 
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Policy Number Title Policy Summary 
to obtrusive light assessments and requirements for 
mitigation, including the following key elements: - 
a. Obtrusive light; 
b. Potential impacts of obtrusive light to avoid; 
c. Planning guidance relating to lighting; 
d. Submission requirements; 
e. General lighting requirements;  
f. Limitations of obtrusive light;  
g. Guidance on the approach of the ELIA; 
h. The role of planning conditions relating to lighting; and 
i. Information on further guidance related to lighting and 
obtrusive light. 

Source: Greater Cambridgeshire Supplementary Planning Document (2020) 

2.7 Design standards and guidance documents 

2.7.1 The proposed lighting will be designed in accordance with but not limited to the 
following European and British standards and guidance documents. 

• BS 5266-1:2016, Emergency lighting Part 1: Code of practice for the 
emergency lighting of premises (2016) 

• BS EN 1838:2013, Lighting application – Emergency Lighting (2013) 

• BS 5489-1:2020, Code of practice for the design of road lighting Part 1: 
Lighting of roads and public amenity areas (2020) 

• BS 8300-1:2018, Design of an accessible and inclusive built environment – 
Part 1: External environment – Code of practice (2018) 

• BS EN 12464-1:2021, Light and Lighting – Lighting of workplaces Part 1: 
Indoor work places (2021) 

• BS EN 12464-2:2014, Light and Lighting – Lighting of workplaces Part 2: 
Outdoor work places (2014) 

• BS EN 13201-2:2015, Road lighting – Part 2: Performance requirements 
(2015)  

• BS EN 17037:2018+A1:2021 Daylight of buildings (2021) 

• CIE 115:2010 International Commission on Illumination, Lighting of Roads for 
Motor and Pedestrian Traffic, 2nd Edition (2010) 

• CIE 150:2017 International Commission on Illumination, Guide on the 
Limitation of the Effects of Obtrusive Light from Outdoor Lighting 
Installations, 2nd Edition (2017) 

• Institution of Lighting Professionals (ILP) Guidance Note 01: Reduction of 
Obtrusive Light, GN01 (2021)  
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• ILP and Bat Conservation Trust Guidance Note 08/18 Bats and Artificial 
Lighting in the UK, Bats and the Built Environment series (2018) 

• ILP – Professional Lighting Guide 02: The application of conflict areas on the 
highway, PLG02 (2013) 

• ILP – Professional Lighting Guide 04: Guidance on Undertaking Environmental 
Lighting Impact Assessments, PLG04 (2013) 

• ILP – Professional Lighting Guide 05: The Brightness of Illuminated 
Advertisements, PLG05 (2014) 

• ILP – Professional Lighting Guide 23: Lighting for Cycle Infrastructure, PLG23 
(2020) 

• ILP – Technical Report 12: Lighting of Pedestrian Crossings, TR12 (2007) 

• Water Industry Mechanical and Electrical Specification (WIMES) 3.02(E) 
incorporating Anglian Water amendments and additions – entitled ‘Lighting 
Installation’. (2020) 

• All-Party Parliamentary Group for Dark Skies (APPG) Ten Dark Sky policies for 
the government (2020) 

• Bats and Lighting – Overview of Current Evidence and Mitigation. Stone, 
Emma (2014) 

• BREEAM UK New Construction – Non-domestic buildings (All UK), Technical 
Manual SD5078 (2018) 

• CIBSE LG1 Lighting Guide 1 – The Industrial Environment (2018) 

• CIBSE LG6 Lighting Guide 6 – The Exterior Environment (2016)  

• CIBSE LG7 Lighting Guide 7 – Offices (2015) 

• CIBSE LG10 Lighting Guide 10 – Daylighting - A Guide for Designers (2014) 

• CIBSE LG12 Lighting Guide 12 – Emergency Lighting - Lighting for the built 
Environment (2022) 

• The Society of Light and Lighting (SLL) Code for Lighting (2012) 

• Guidance Note HSG 38 (1997) – Lighting at Work 

2.7.2 The remainder of this report considers that these documents are current. These 
documents should be verified as current and, if superseded, the standards and 
lighting levels discussed in this report should be reassessed. 
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3 Methodology  

3.1 Introduction 

3.1.1 This section outlines the methodology adopted in undertaking the ELIA.  

3.2 Scope of assessment 

3.2.1 CWWTPR will incorporate various elements of artificial lighting. The ELIA evaluates 
the impacts of the proposed lighting installation and: 

• Identifies and describe the artificial light currently affecting the area of land 
required for the Proposed Development and surrounding identified 
receptors. 

• Provides a description of the proposed lighting standards and associated 
lighting design information that will be utilised to inform the assessment of 
obtrusive light (sometimes referred to as light pollution). 

• Provides the limitations of obtrusive light for the environmental zone in 
accordance with the guidance provided in ILP GN01:2021 (ILP, 2021). 

• Identifies predicted impacts of obtrusive light using a qualitative assessment 
technique. 

• Identifies  design interventions and provide guidance on mitigation measures, 
with a view to reducing potential impacts to a negligible magnitude. 

3.2.2 The guidance provided in the ILP PLG04:2013 (ILP, 2013)has been used to undertake 
the lighting assessment in conjunction with ILP GN01:2021 (ILP, 2021). 

3.3 Baseline assessment methodology 

3.3.1 Receptors in the vicinity of CWWTPR were identified through an initial desk based 
study of the area, this involved a review of ordnance survey maps, plans, aerial 
photography, street view photography, Campaign for the Protection of Rural England 
(CPRE) Night Blight interactive mapping (CPRE, 2016) and GIS datasets (Residential 
properties, statutory designations, local environmental designations, biodiversity, 
heritage, community and design data) to identify likely receptor locations. This was 
further informed by a study of potential lighting receptors, for example residential 
properties, rail lines, and road users that are in proximity to areas identified as being 
lit as part of either the construction, operational or maintenance phase of the 
project. Receptor sites were then chosen to allow the identification of baseline 
lighting conditions, and an assessment of potential impacts on people and the 
environment in which they live, work or travel. 

3.3.2 During the consultation meeting with Greater Cambridge Shared Planning (GCSP) 
that took place on 14th July 2022, it was agreed that the baseline assessment could 
be undertaken via a desktop study, as part of this study a number of street lit areas 
have been identified. To inform the baseline lighting conditions queries were raised 
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Figure 3.1: Types of obtrusive light 

Source: ILP GN01:2021 
 

3.7.2 Projects in the earlier stages of design often do not have fixed lighting designs for all 
elements of the proposal; this is the case with elements of CWWTPR with no detail 
of locations, lamp types, mounting heights, orientations, mounting angles, 
photometry etc. available. Therefore, a qualitative assessment of the predicted 
impacts has been provided. 

3.7.3 The qualitative assessment considers the baseline lighting conditions identified 
during the desk based study at each identified receptor and review these against the 
potential lighting impacts from the CWWTPR as a whole. The assumed lighting 
requirements for the Proposed Development are detailed further in Section 4, and 
the assessment considers the likely impacts from these areas taking into account the 
primary mitigation, best practice and tertiary mitigation applied. Should they be 
required, secondary mitigation measures are identified following this assessment, 
these are provided within Section 7 of the report. The summary of residual effects 
for the mitigated CWWTPR is then be provided with Section 8. 

3.7.4 Qualitative assessment techniques have been used to predict the likely levels of 
obtrusive light and whether the obtrusive light limitations detailed in this section of 
the ELIA are exceeded based upon professional judgement and experience.  

3.7.5 It should be noted that ILP GN01:2021, states that building luminance is applicable 
only to buildings which are directly illuminated as a decorative night time feature 
and not buildings which are illuminated as a result of spill light from adjacent 
luminaries or luminaires fixed to the building but used to light an adjacent area.  

3.7.6 A maintenance factor is a luminaire and lamp specific de-rating factor applied to 
lighting calculations to allow for lumen depreciation of a light source over time and a 
predicted amount of dirt build up on the glazing of the lantern given its height and 
the pollution category of the area. Maintenance factors are utilised within the design 
calculations to prove that an installation will have compliant lighting levels on a 
worst-case basis. In these situations, worst case would be at the end of the 
maintenance cycle when the light source has depreciated the most and the glazing 
of the lantern is the dirtiest.  
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4 Performance Objectives 

4.1 Introduction 

4.1.1 The following sections describe applications for external lighting which are required 
in various areas of CWWTPR, the information provided is for the operation, 
maintenance and construction phase of the Proposed Development. 

4.1.2 Lighting will be designed in operation, maintenance and construction phases to 
satisfy minimum light requirements to ensure the safety of people, while avoiding 
light pollution, sky glow and minimising light spill and glare. The principles that will 
be adopted as part of the detailed design, which will be developed having regard to 
ILP, CIBSE guidance and British Standards on lighting in industrial environments, 
lighting in the exterior environment and lighting for the protection of bats.  

4.1.3 The lighting design will aim to: 

• Be sensitive to the setting while creating high quality and efficient lighting, 
which creates an attractive and safe environment for users and workers alike. 

• Create a lighting solution that aspires to make use of modern luminaire and 
lamp technology to provide an energy efficient and flexible lighting scheme 
with increased equipment longevity. 

• Pay attention to the sensitive nature of the surrounding ecology and local 
amenity in order to preserve the landscape, minimise environmental impact 
and minimise cost. 

• Provide a lighting installation that minimises sky glow, spill light and the 
luminous intensity that can be experienced from luminaires. 

• Provide clear key routes during the evening for users and workers. 

4.2 Operational and maintenance phase lighting  

4.2.1 As a water industry facility, the minimum light design provision required to operate 
and maintain the Proposed Development are defined by the Water Industry 
Mechanical and Electrical Specifications (WIMES) 3.02(E), which is a recognised 
industry standard. Realistic worst case lighting requirements are provided in  

4.2.2 Table 4-1 with full details presented in the Lighting Design Strategy (Appendix 2.5, 
App Doc Ref 5.4.2.5). 

4.2.3 All lighting levels cited within  

4.2.4 Table 4-1 are Em (maintained illuminance) levels, which are the values below which 
the average illuminance (in lux) on the specified surface is not allowed to fall. A 
maintenance factor, comprising a luminaire and lamp specific de-rating factor, is 
applied to lighting calculations to allow for lumen depreciation of a light source over 
time and a predicted amount of dirt build up on the glazing of the lantern given its 
height and the pollution category of the area. 
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4.2.5 Applying the maintenance factor within the design calculations ensures an 
installation will have compliant lighting levels at the end of the maintenance cycle 
when the light source has depreciated the most and the glazing of the lantern is the 
dirtiest. The maintenance factor for the Proposed Development’s lighting will be 
designed in line with the recommended guidance BS 5489-1 2020, with the 
appropriate maintenance factor formula applied based on AW completing annual 
maintenance intervals.
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4.3 CCTV security lighting 

4.3.1 Infrared spectrum lighting (not within the visible light spectrum) shall be provided 
outside daylight hours for security purposes.  

4.4 Site access public street lighting 

4.4.1 It is anticipated that lighting will be required around the new proposed site access 
junction and the new pedestrian crossing point on Horningsea Road. The extent of 
the proposed lighting is to be agreed with the LHA. At present, street lighting is 
confined to the area in the immediate vicinity of the existing signalised junctions. As 
part of the Proposed Development, it is considered that as a reasonable worst case, 
lighting on Horningsea Road is required from Low Fen Drove Way to approximately 
100m of the southern A14 on-slip signalised junction. It is anticipated that any 
additional lighting will be of a similar type and specification as the existing lighting 
provisions, i.e., 10m mounting height lighting columns with LED based luminaires. 

4.5 Construction phase lighting  

4.5.1 Temporary lighting will be provided during the construction phase. The use of flood 
lights will be minimised, and the need for extended night time working will be 
avoided except in exceptional circumstances (for accidents and emergencies, or 
critical tasks such as continuous concrete pours and at drive shaft sites). 

4.5.0 The Proposed Development will comprise a number of different working areas 
within which a range of construction activities will be carried out including the 
construction of the proposed WWTP, intermediate shafts and transfer tunnel and 
pipe laying along for the treated effluent pipelines and the Waterbeach pipelines, 
and the new outfall to the River Cam. There will be a number of temporary 
compounds to support different aspects of the Proposed Development. The different 
works areas are indicated within the Works Plans (App Doc Reference 4.3.0 to 
4.3.11), General Arrangement Plans 4.2 and Design Plans 4.9 – 4.14 

4.5.1 During construction the following temporary lighting would be required to facilitate 
construction: 

• lighting of temporary compounds;  

• lighting on plant and equipment (i.e. cranes);  

• construction vehicle lighting;  

• lighting of parking facilities; 

• lighting within buildings remaining under construction; and  

• temporary lighting structures (including mobile structures) to illuminate 
working areas.  

4.5.2 Lighting details (locations, duration of use, lighting types) will be agreed between 
The Applicant and their Principal Contractor during the detailed design stage. Where 
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details are not currently fixed owing to the stage of the project reasonable worst-
case assumptions have been developed for the environmental lighting impact 
assessment as outlined within Table 4-2.
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4.5.3 Reasonable additional assumed worst-case assumptions have been provided within 
Table 4-3 these assumption document the lighting details (locations, duration of use, 
lighting types) Where details are not currently fixed owing to the stage of the 
project, the additional assumed construction phase lighting requirements have been 
utilised to inform the assessment of effects of the Proposed Development. 
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4.6 Mitigation measures adopted as part of the Proposed 
Development  

4.6.1 This section refers to the mitigation types, as defined in Chapter 5: EIA Methodology 
(App Doc Reference 5.2.5), and how they apply to the assessment of obtrusive light. 

4.6.2 In developing the Proposed Development through an iterative process including 
consultation and engagement with consultees, and through the Environmental 
Impact Assessment, (EIA) The Applicant has sought to identify and incorporate 
suitable measures and mitigation for potentially significant adverse effects, as well 
as maximising beneficial effects where possible. 

4.6.3 Some measures are ‘embedded’ in the design of the Proposed Development for 
which consent is sought by virtue of the scope of the authorised development as set 
out in Schedule 1 to the DCO and the accompanying Works Plans. These are 
considered primary mitigation. For example, adjustment of Order Limits to avoid 
sensitive features, amending the sizing and location of temporary access routes and 
compounds. 

4.6.4 Tertiary measures comprise good practice measures (such as measures within 
Considerate Contractors Scheme) and measures integrated into legal requirements 
secured through environmental permits and consents (least flexible as either the 
legislation exists to create the mitigation or does not (i.e. Protected Species 
Licensing).
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Mitigation 
measures  

 Type Applied to Justification 

construction 
phases 

process with a view to 
minimising obtrusive light. 

Use of best practice 
guidance to inform 
design development 

ILP and Bat Conservation Trust Guidance 
Note 08/18 Bats and Artificial Lighting in 
the UK, Bats and the Built Environment 
series (Bat Conservation Trust & ILP, 2018) 
is to be utilised to inform the detailed 
design process in collaboration with 
suitable biodiversity specialists.  

Tertiary (Good 
Practice)   

Development of 
Lighting designs 
for operation, 
maintenance 
and 
construction 
phases 

Minimising potential adverse 
effects of obtrusive light on 
Bats. 

Energy Efficiency Wherever possible, lighting installation 
components (lamps, control gear, 
luminaires, control systems etc.) shall 
satisfy the criteria detailed within the 
‘Energy Technology Criteria List’ set by the 
Carbon Trust (GOV.UK, 2021). 

Tertiary (Good 
Practice) 

Specification of 
lighting 
equipment for 
operation and 
maintenance 
phases 

Reduction in energy use and 
associated carbon emissions. 

Reduction of 
Upward Light 

Only luminaires with an upward light ratio 
of 0% shall be used 

Primary 
Mitigation 
(Embedded) 

Development of 
Lighting designs 
for operation, 
maintenance 
and 
construction 
phases 

Minimisation of skyglow 

Reduction of blue 
spectrum Light 

Selection of lower colour temperatures for 
light sources in rural areas, ≤2700K. Lower 
colour temperatures have less blue 
spectrum light and therefore less of an 

Primary 
Mitigation 
(Embedded) 

Design and 
specification of 
lighting 
equipment for 
operation, 

Minimisation of skyglow 
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Mitigation 
measures  

 Type Applied to Justification 

effect in terms of skyglow (International 
Dark-Sky Association, 2010). 

maintenance 
and 
construction 
phases 

Reduce mounting 
heights of lighting 
where practicable, 
legally compliant 
and safe to do so 

All operational and maintenance lighting 
within the proposed WWTP for walkways, 
roadways, car parking and above internal 
accesses will be a maximum of 5m in height 
and below the height of the earth bank. 

Primary 
Mitigation 
(Embedded) 

Design and 
specification of 
lighting 
equipment 
within the 
proposed 
WWTP for 
operation and 
maintenance 
phases 

Reduced visibility of lighting 
installation 

Selection of lower 
colour 
temperatures for 
light sources, 
≤2700K. 

The warmer white colour temperature has 
a lower relative attractiveness to insects, 
resulting in a greater number of insects in 
dark areas, which in turn increases the 
availability of the main food source of 
multiple types of bats. [5] 

Primary 
Mitigation 
(Embedded) 

Design and 
specification of 
lighting 
equipment for 
operation, 
maintenance 
and 
construction 
phases 

Reduction of potential 
adverse effects of lighting on 
bats 

 
5 Source: Bats and Lighting, Overview of current evidence and mitigation. E Stone 2014 
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Mitigation 
measures  

 Type Applied to Justification 

Selection of lower 
colour 
temperatures for 
light sources, 
≤2700K. 

Increased levels of blue light exposure in 
the evening have been shown to cause 
melatonin suppression and subsequent 
phase delays in the melatonin cycle. To 
mitigate potential adverse effects on 
melatonin production lower colour 
temperature light sources (≤2700K) have 
been selected as they contain less blue 
light [6]. 

Primary 
Mitigation 
(Embedded) 

Design and 
specification of 
lighting 
equipment for 
operation, 
maintenance 
and 
construction 
phases 

Reduction of potential 
adverse effects of lighting on 
sleep cycles 

Selection of light 
sources with 
warmer colour 
temperatures  

Selection of warmer colour temperatures 
with peak wavelengths greater than 550 
nanometres cause less of an impact on bats 
(Bat Conservation Trust & ILP, 2018). 

Primary 
Mitigation 
(Embedded) 

Design and 
specification of 
lighting 
equipment for 
operation, 
maintenance 
and 
construction 
phases 

Reduction of potential 
adverse effects of lighting on 
bats 

Enhanced lighting 
control 

In higher risk areas, for example on top of 
tanks/digesters, where lighting is critical for 
safety, the lighting control will be via 
manual on/off switch however an 
automatic reset will be incorporated into 
the lighting control to ensure lighting is 
only operational for a one night and only if 

Primary 
Mitigation 
(Embedded) 

WWTP external 
lighting 
installations 
within high risk 
areas (Within 
earth bank) 
during 

Reduced duration for visibility 
of lighting, reduction of 
potential risk of adverse 
effects of obtrusive light, 
reduction of energy use and 
associated carbon emissions. 

 
6 Source: Human responses to lighting based on LED lighting Solutions, Public Health England CRCE-RDD 01-2016 
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Mitigation 
measures  

 Type Applied to Justification 

the manual off switch is not operated when 
the maintenance staff leave the higher risk 
area. 

operation and 
maintenance 
phases 

Operational hours 
and enhanced 
lighting control 

The lighting for the visitor’s car park will be 
operational during hours of darkness that 
coincide with office hours (between 08:00 
and 18:00 – Monday to Friday).  Outside 
office hours lighting will only operate 
during darkness when movement is 
detected via PIR sensors.  

Primary 
Mitigation 
(Embedded) 

WWTP external 
lighting 
installations 
within visitor 
car park 
(outside the 
earth bank) 
during the 
operational 
phase 

Reduced duration for visibility 
of lighting, reduction of 
potential risk of adverse 
effects of obtrusive light, 
reduction of energy use and 
associated carbon emissions. 

Minimisation of 
roadway lighting 
and enhanced 
lighting control  

The roads in general would not be lit. 
Roadway lighting will only be installed 
along roads beside the Gateway Building, 
HGV parking area and staff car park. 
Lighting will be passive infrared sensor 
(PIR) controlled operating during darkness 
when movement is detected (with 30 
minutes timers). 

Primary 
Mitigation 
(Embedded) 

WWTP external 
road lighting 
installations 
within earth 
bank during 
operation and 
maintenance 
phases 

Reduced duration for visibility 
of lighting, reduction of 
potential risk of adverse 
effects of obtrusive light, 
reduction of energy use and 
associated carbon emissions. 

Minimisation of 
roadway lighting  

The access road from Horningsea Road to 
the proposed WWTP entrance will not be 
lit. 

Primary 
Mitigation 
(Embedded) 

WWTP external 
road lighting 
installations 
outside the 
earth bank 
during 

Reduced duration for visibility 
of lighting, reduction of 
potential risk of adverse 
effects of obtrusive light, 
reduction of energy use and 
associated carbon emissions. 
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5 Baseline Conditions 

5.1 Introduction  

5.1.1 The baseline conditions presented in this section are for the receptors within Table 
3-1, the methodology utilised is outlined within section 3.3. This section of the report 
should be read in conjunction with Appendix A (drawing reference WW01003-
CAMEST-MOT-05-XX-DR-X-1001). 

5.2 Baseline light pollution and dark skies 

5.2.1 The Campaign for Rural England (CPRE) have created an interactive map of Britain’s 
light pollution and dark skies, this map is underlaid with ‘Open Street Map’, which 
allows information such a road types and labels to be seen to add context to the 
mapping data supplied. The lighting data supplied within this Night Blight interactive 
map has been split into nine categories as can be seen within Figure 5.1 below, each 
category has a defined colour from dark blues (darker areas) to dark reds (brighter 
areas). The mapping data is supplied based upon 400m x 400m pixels that shows the 
amount of light shining up into the night sky from each area. This measure is 
provided in nanowatts/cm2/steradian (nw/cm2/sr). In simple terms, this calculates 
how the satellite instruments measure the light on the ground, taking account of the 
distance between the two.   

 

Figure 5.1: Map colour bandings to show level of brightness 
Source: (CPRE, England's Light Pollutioon and Dark Skies, 2016; CPRE, 2016a) 

 
5.2.2 To provide further context to the mapping data supplied the lighting receptor 

locations and the proposed CWWTPR have been overlaid onto high definition (2400 
DPI) PDFs of the Night Blight map in the approximate geolocations. It should be 
noted that whilst the data supplied is not a direct measurement of sky glow this 
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information provides useful guidance to areas likely to have sky glow, it is also 
anticipated that areas that are brighter within the Night Blight map have higher 
levels of sky glow in comparison to areas that are darker. 

 
Figure 5.2: Night blight map overlay (South) 

Source: (CPRE, England's Light Pollutioon and Dark Skies, 2016; CPRE, 2016a) 

 
5.2.3 Figure 5.2 above shows the lighting receptor locations in relation to the proposed 

CWWTPR, the following list summarises the anticipated existing sky glow visible from 
each lighting receptor towards the Proposed Development: - 

• Lighting receptor reference numbers LR1, LR2, LR3 and LR15’s view towards 
the CWWTPR is of low brightness, with medium to high levels of brightness 
beyond the CWWTPR, it is therefore anticipated that these view directions 
will be able to view significant existing sky glow in the directions indicated 
within Figure 5.2 above. 

• Lighting receptor reference number LR4’s view towards the CWWTPR is of 
medium brightness, with medium to high levels of brightness beyond the 
CWWTPR, it is therefore anticipated that this view direction will be able to 
view significant existing sky glow in the direction indicated within Figure 5.2 
above. 

• Lighting receptor reference number LR5’s view towards the CWWTPR is of 
medium brightness with brighter areas of Cambridge predominantly to the 
West, beyond the CWWTPR brightness reduces to lower levels therefore it is 
anticipated that this view direction is likely to be able to view existing sky 
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glow however the levels are not anticipated to be significant in the direction 
indicated within Figure 5.2. 

• Lighting receptor reference numbers LR6, LR7, LR8, LR9, LR10, LR11, LR13 and 
LR14’s view towards the CWWTPR is of medium brightness with brighter 
areas of Cambridge predominantly to the West and South, beyond the 
CWWTPR brightness reduces to lower levels therefore it is anticipated that 
these view directions are not likely to be able to view significant existing sky 
glow in the directions indicated within Figure 5.2. 

• Lighting receptor reference number LR12’s view towards the CWWTPR is of 
high brightness with brighter areas of Cambridge to the North, South and 
West. Views beyond the CWWTPR reduce to low brightness therefore it is 
anticipated that this view direction is not likely to be able to view significant 
existing sky glow in the direction indicated within Figure 5.2. 

 
Figure 5.3: Night blight map overlay (North) 

Source: (CPRE, England's Light Pollutioon and Dark Skies, 2016; CPRE, 2016a) 
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5.2.4 Figure 5.3 above shows the lighting receptor locations in relation to the proposed 
CWWTPR, the list following summarises the anticipated existing sky glow visible from 
each lighting receptor towards the Proposed Development: - 

• Lighting receptor reference numbers LR16, and LR17’s views towards the 
CWWTPR from the Waterbeach Pipeline are of very low and low brightness 
respectively, beyond the CWWTPR this increases to medium to high 
brightness therefore it is anticipated that these view directions are likely to 
be able to view significant existing sky glow in the directions indicated within 
Figure 5.3 above. 

• Lighting receptor reference numbers LR18, LR20 and LR21’s views from the 
Waterbeach Pipeline are of low brightness, beyond the Waterbeach Pipeline 
views are of Waterbeach with an increase to medium brightness therefore it 
is anticipated that these view directions are likely to be able to view existing 
sky glow in the directions indicated within Figure 5.3 above, although it is not 
anticipated that the sky glow in the directions indicated will be as significant 
as the views towards Cambridge. 

• Lighting receptor reference number LR19’s view from the Waterbeach 
Pipeline is of low brightness, beyond the Waterbeach Pipeline this decreases 
to lower brightness therefore it is anticipated that this view direction is not 
likely to be able to view significant existing sky glow in the direction indicated 
within Figure 5.3 above. 

• Lighting receptor reference number LR22’s view from the Waterbeach 
Pipeline towards the CWWTPR is of low brightness with brighter areas of 
Waterbeach predominantly to the West, beyond the CWWTPR this increases 
to medium to higher brightness therefore it is anticipated that this view 
direction is likely to be able to view significant existing sky glow in the 
direction indicated within Figure 5.3 above. 

5.3 Baseline descriptions by receptor  

LR1 

5.3.1 This receptor is located on Low Fen Drove Way (by a disused building) surrounded on 
all sides by large open fields, several of the fields are bordered by deciduous 
hedgerows estimated at approximately 1.5 to 2m in height with some of the 
hedgerows populated with larger deciduous trees. To the North of the receptor is a 
small grass verge followed by an open field with deciduous trees and vegetation 
visible in the distance beyond the open field.  To the East are views along Low Fen 
Drove Way with a small grass verge to the Northeast and open field beyond this, 
further in the distance numerous deciduous trees can be seen as well as several high 
voltage pylons and associated power transmission lines. Low Fen Drove Way curves 
beyond view to the Southeast after approximately 50m. To the Southwest of Low 
Fen Drove Way a disused build can be seen through gaps in the deciduous trees and 
vegetation. To the South a large deciduous tree directly in front of the receptor 
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location partially block onward views, beyond this tree is an area of hard standing 
associated with the disused building that is further to the Southeast. The topography 
is relatively flat to the South with views across open fields with broken hedgerows 
bordering the fields visible further in the distance. To the Southwest onward views 
are largely screened by a deciduous hedgerow running parallel to the road however 
above this hedgerow high voltage pylons and associated power transmission lines 
can be seen. To the West are views along Low Fen Drove Way into the distance with 
a small grass verge to the Northwest and open fields beyond, further in the distant 
to the Northwest deciduous trees and vegetation can be seen. To the Southwest of 
Low Fen Drove Way onward views are largely screened by a deciduous hedgerow 
running parallel to the road however high voltage pylons and associated power 
transmission lines can be seen above the hedgerow continuing to the West.  The 
area in proximity to the receptor has no street lighting provisions and no significant 
sources of artificial light have been identified in proximity to this receptor location 
therefore taking a precautionary approach the receptor is assumed to be dark.   

LR2 

5.3.2 This receptor is located on the Eastern boarder of a field near a deciduous tree that 
is a confirmed bat roost location. The receptor is surrounded by fields, several of the 
fields are bordered by deciduous hedgerows estimated at approximately 1.5 to 2m 
in height with some of the hedgerows populated with larger deciduous trees. To the 
North of the receptor views are along a drainage ditch with broken hedgerows / 
vegetation and intermittent deciduous trees boarding the open field, several high 
voltage pylons and associated power transmission lines are also visible in the 
distance across the open fields. To the East views are across an open field with a dirt 
track boarding the field to the Southeast, the track has more substantial deciduous 
trees and vegetation blocking more distant views to the Southeast. To the Northeast 
a high voltage pylon and associated power transmission lines are visible, further in 
the distance the field is bordered by deciduous trees and vegetation blocking more 
distant views although Low Fen Drove Way can be seen through gaps in the 
vegetation. To the South views are along a drainage ditch with broken hedgerows / 
vegetation and intermittent deciduous trees boarding the open field to the West, 
further to the South more substantial deciduous trees and vegetation are blocking 
more distant views to the South. To the West views are across the drainage ditch to 
an open field with a hedgerow / vegetation and occasional deciduous tree bordering 
the field further to the West, ongoing views further to the west are largely screened 
by this vegetation. The area in proximity to the receptor has no street lighting 
provisions and no significant sources of artificial light have been identified in 
proximity to this receptor location therefore taking a precautionary approach the 
receptor is assumed to be dark.   

LR3 

5.3.3 This receptor is located in the Southeastern corner of a field with a single residential 
property, The Old Gatehouse, located approximately 20m to the South of the 
receptor on Low Fen Drove Way. To the North of the receptor is Low Fen Drove Way 
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however this is screened by large deciduous trees on the Western side of Low Fen 
Drove Way, with further views to the North screened by these large deciduous trees. 
To the Northeast there is a private road which is bordered by large deciduous trees 
and vegetation. To the South Low Fen Drove Way continues with large deciduous 
trees and vegetation screening views of The Old Gatehouse. To the West views are 
across an open field with a high voltage pylon and associated power transmissions 
lines, further in the distance vegetation and deciduous trees are also visible 
bordering the Western side of the open field, to the West the topography is 
relatively flat. The area in proximity to the receptor has no street lighting provisions.  
The residential property has internal lighting, a light above the entrance and a 
security floodlight on the Eastern aspect of the property mounted at a height of 
approximately 6m. No additional significant sources of artificial light have been 
identified in proximity to this receptor location therefore taking a precautionary 
approach the receptor is assumed to be dark. 

LR4 

5.3.4 This receptor is located on the Eastern edge of a field in close proximity to the Best 
Western Premier Collection Quy Mill Hotel & Spa. To the North of the receptor a 
large row of deciduous trees are visible bordering the Northern edge of the field 
approximately 400m from the receptor. These trees block the majority of any further 
views to the North, except for a small gap to the Northwest where several electrical 
power transmissions lines can be seen in the distance. The village of Stow cum Quy 
extends from the Northeast of the view around to the East at a distance of 
approximately 600m. The tops of multiple residential properties and St Mary’s 
Church are visible within the village, the residential properties are assumed to be 
intermittently illuminated during the hours of darkness. Church Road (B1102) runs 
through the village; this road is illuminated by approximately 6m high columns which 
could potentially be visible through gaps in houses. This road leads to the South 
where it connects with the A1303 and the A14 at a large junction / roundabout. This 
area can be seen to the Southwest of the receptor and is heavily illuminated by a 
large quantity of approximately 10m high columns. There is minimal screening in this 
direction allowing for direct views of some of these columns. To the South the A14 is 
screened from view by a large number of non-deciduous trees at a distance of 
approximately 250m. To the West is the Best Western Premier Collection Quy Mill 
Hotel & Spa as well as a number of other facilities including a Nurse Practitioner. This 
area is lit with a variety of different light sources including heritage style wall 
mounted luminaires around the buildings (primarily directed within the site), wall 
mounted floodlights on the frontage and above the main entrance of the largest 
building, wall pack type lighting mounted to the main building, multiple large 
windows on all buildings, and a number of approximately 8m high heritage style 
column mounted area luminaires within the car park. There is a small area of non-
deciduous woodland blocking the majority of the view from the receptor, however 
this woodland dissipates into a small hedgerow approximately 1m in height running 
to the Northwest which would allow for clear views of the car park. It is anticipated 
that while a great deal of the lighting is concentrated to an area between the 
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buildings, this light would still be visible from outside of the site, however due to the 
screening of some trees and the unknown usage of these lights a precautionary 
approach assumes that the receptor is dark. 

LR5 

5.3.5 This receptor is located on High Ditch Road near a small cluster of residential 
properties. The road itself has no street lighting, is relatively straight running from 
the Northwest to the Southeast and has a small low voltage overhead power line 
running parallel to the road.  To the North there is a large open field with deciduous 
trees bordering the Western, Northern, and Eastern boundaries of the field. These 
trees block any further views in all these direction with only several large metal 
pylons associated with electrical power transmission lines visible above them in the 
far distance. To the South there is a dense row of non-deciduous bushes and trees 
screening a large proportion of the view. There is a small gap in this vegetation for 
an access road allowing views of the residential properties behind. These properties 
have a small amount of residential light sources, such as wall mounted floodlights, 
solar marking lighting at entrances, security lighting, and internal building lighting. 
The lighting produced by these sources is assumed to be minimal therefore taking a 
precautionary approach the receptor is assumed to be dark. 

LR6 

5.3.6 This receptor is located on the carriageway of the A14. At this location the A14 runs 
from the Northwest to the Southeast with dense non-deciduous vegetation 
bordering both sides of the carriageway. This vegetation is approximately 2.5m 
height to the North and 5m high to South blocking the majority of the view in both 
directions for the majority of motorized vehicle users. The A14 curves out of view to 
the Southeast in the distance, but to the Northwest there is a bridge that crosses the 
carriageway at a distance of approximately 250m from the receptor. The bridge 
forms part of Horningsea Road. There are no light sources directly on the bridge 
however approximately 10m high lighting columns can be seen leading up to the 
bridge on Horningsea Road. The light from these columns would not reach the 
receptor but the light sources would be visible, therefore taking a precautionary 
approach the receptor is assumed to be dark. 

LR7 

5.3.7 This receptor is located in a field North of number 82 Horningsea Road, in 
Horningsea. To the North of the receptor Horningsea Road can be seen at a distance 
of approximately 25m from the receptor location and runs approximately from the 
North-Northeast to the South-Southwest, this section of Horningsea Road is unlit 
other than a small traffic island with an illuminated beacon with a white LED globe 
mounted at approximately 4m height and two solar powered keep left traffic light 
ratio. In this location the Eastern side of Horningsea Road is bordered by a grass 
verge with little screening, the Western side is bordered by deciduous vegetation 
that is approximately 3m in height with a large deciduous tree directly North of the 
receptor, more distant views to the North are predominantly screened by this 
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vegetation and tree. To the East views are across a large open field with deciduous 
trees and vegetation bordering the field in the distance, beyond this border it is 
possible to see some vehicular traffic on the A14 and multiple high voltage pylons 
and associated power transmission lines can be seen beyond this. To the South views 
are across a small, grassed area directly beyond which the Northern aspect of 
number 82 Horningsea Road can be seen, located approximately 40m from the 
receptor location. This property has three double windows overlooking the receptor 
location, these windows are anticipated to have internal lighting with intermittently 
illuminated windows, no external security lighting is visible on the Northern aspect 
of this residential property. To the Southwest direct views of the street lighting 
provisions on this section of Horningsea Road are predominantly screened by a mix 
of deciduous vegetation that is approximately 3m in height with some larger trees 
however it is assumed that some lighting will be visible through gaps in the trees and 
vegetation. To the West Horningsea Road can be seen at a distance of approximately 
10m from the receptor location, the Western side of Horningsea Road is bordered by 
a mix of deciduous vegetation that is approximately 3m in height and larger 
deciduous trees, more distant views to the West are predominantly screened by this 
vegetation and trees.  

5.3.8 CCC were contacted to obtain ‘as-built’ information and associated lighting inventory 
data to enable development of a lighting calculation to assess the current baseline 
lighting levels provided by the street lighting provision. The current lighting standard 
was provided by CCC as ME3b, Table 5-1 shows the results of the modelled lighting 
calculation in Lux, Figure 5.4 below,  provides context to the location of this lighting 
in relation to the location of LR7.  

 Table 5-1: Calculated Lighting Levels – LR7 
Lit Area Descriptor Lighting 

Standard/s 
Average 
illuminance (Lux) 

Minimum 
illuminance 
(Lux) 

Uniformity (Uo) 

Horningsea Road, 
Horningsea 

ME3b 19.13 8.91 0.47 

Source: Mott MacDonald Ltd (2022) 
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Figure 5.4: LR7 street lighting provision 

Source: Mott MacDonald Ltd (2022) 
 

5.3.9 The lighting provision shown in Figure 5.4 above on Horningsea Road consist of 8m 
mounting height lighting columns with post-top mounted, 5° tilt, 100W SON-T (high 
pressure sodium) Phillips SGS253 GB OR P4 luminaires, that produce a yellow-
coloured light.  
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5.3.10 The lighting level at receptor LR7 is approximately 0 Lux, this result is very low 
because the street lighting provision within the vicinity of the receptor is 
approximately 65m Southwest to the nearest lighting column, reference number 
L20WJYA. 

LR8 

5.3.11 This receptor is located on Horningsea Road bridge over the A14. Horningsea Road 
runs approximately from the Northeast to the Southwest, the section of Horningsea 
Road over the A14 is unlit however further to the Northwest the approach to the 
bridge is lit. There are four visible lighting columns on the Eastern side of the 
carriageway the nearest of which is approximately 95m from the receptor location. 
Three traffic signal heads are also visible, the closest of which is at a distance of 
approximately 125m from the receptor. Looking directly North over the Horningsea 
Road bridge deck a large deciduous tree can be seen in close proximity to the bridge 
with further deciduous trees and vegetation visible beyond the large tree. To the 
Northwest are views of the A14 dual carriageway below, this section of the A14 has 
no existing lighting provisions. To the East are views over an open field that are 
largely uninterrupted by the deciduous trees and vegetation below the bridge that 
border the Northern and Southern boundaries of the field. In the far distance trees 
and hedgerows can been seen with multiple high voltage pylons and associated 
power transmission lines beyond this. To the South are views over an open field that 
are partially screened by the deciduous trees and vegetation below the bridge that 
border the Eastern and Western boundaries of the field. The A14 dual carriageway 
below runs to the Southeast, this section of the A14 has no existing lighting 
provisions. To the Southwest are views along Horningsea Road the section of 
Horningsea Road over the A14 is unlit however further to the Southwest the 
approach to the bridge is lit. There are three visible lighting columns on the Eastern 
side of the carriageway the nearest of which is 35m from the receptor location. 
Three traffic signals heads are also visible, the closest of which is at a distance of 
approximately 45m from the receptor. To the West are views of the A14 dual 
carriageway below, this section of the A14 has no existing lighting provisions, beyond 
the A14 carriageway dense deciduous trees and vegetation screen ongoing views. 

5.3.12 CCC were consulted to obtain ‘as-built’ information and associated lighting inventory 
data to enable development of a lighting calculation to assess the current baseline 
lighting levels provided by the street lighting provision, however in this instance ‘as 
built’ information was not available. As an alternative topographical survey 
information was available and was utilised to inform lighting column positions. The 
current lighting standard was provided by CCC as S4, Table 5-2 shows the results of 
the modelled lighting calculation in Lux, Figure 5.5 provides context to the location 
of this lighting in relation to the location of LR8. Whilst the lighting standard 
provided by CCC is quoted as S4, it should be noted that the lighting calculation 
results indicate that the actual lighting levels are far in excess of the lighting levels 
associated with this standard. 
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tilt, DW Windsor Kirium Pro 2 - A3 - 48 LED luminaires. The luminaires have a 4000K 
colour temperature producing Neutral white coloured light. 

5.3.14 LR8 is positioned on the A14 bridge within an approximately 142m area where there 
isn’t a currently installed lighting provision. The closest lighting provisions are 
column L7WGP which is approximately 45m Southwest of the receptor and column 
L4WGP which is approximately 95m Northeast of the receptor. The lighting level at 
the receptor is approximately 0.1 Lux. This result is very low due to the distance from 
LR8 and the closest existing lighting provision. 

LR9 

5.3.15 This receptor is located in a large open field with Horningsea Road located 
approximately 125m to the Southeast of the receptor. To the North of the receptor 
there is a private access road for Poplar Hall Farm that splits the field with a small 
low voltage overhead power line running parallel to the road. Beyond the private 
access road there is a row of non-deciduous trees bordering the field blocking 
distant views to the North. These trees continue around to the East where 
approximately 10m high lighting columns associated with Horningsea Road can be 
seen above the trees. The bordering tree line starts to dissipate towards the South 
where the field opens up. Some small building can be seen through some gaps in the 
trees concentrated towards the Southwest where there is also a small, illuminated 
road utilising approximately 6m high lighting columns. To the West the tree line 
dissipates allowing for direct views to the River Cam with large non-deciduous trees 
running along the riverbanks. To the Northwest there is a cluster of buildings which 
are related to Poplar Hall Farm and Polar Hall, these buildings are anticipated to have 
internal lighting with intermittently illuminated windows, small wayfinding lights, 
and general security lighting. Due to the distance to the closest light source the 
receptor is assumed to be dark. 

LR10 

5.3.16 This receptor is located opposite number 38 Green End where a bat roost has been 
confirmed to the Northeast. Immediately to the Northwest of the receptor is a 6m 
mounting height lighting column with a post top luminaire mounted at a 50 tilt with a 
compact fluorescent ‘white’ light source, beyond this lighting column views are 
screened by a large deciduous tree and vegetation. At the end of Green End, a dirt 
track continues in a Northerly direction and is bordered on both sides with dense 
deciduous trees and vegetation. To the East across Green End, number 38 Green End 
is located approximately 20m from the receptor location. Several large windows face 
the receptor on the Western aspect of the property and are anticipated to have 
internal lighting with intermittently illuminated windows. On the Northern and 
Western aspect of the building two heritage style small wayfinding lights are 
mounted at a height of approximately 2m. A deciduous hedgerow approximately 1m 
high borders the Western and Eastern property boundaries with a wooden entrance 
gate located to the Northwest in front of the driveway. To the South views are along 
Green End that has street lighting provisions in this area. The lighting columns visible 
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in this direction are the same as the Northern direct, i.e. 6m mounting height lighting 
columns with a post top luminaire mounted at a 50 tilt with a compact fluorescent 
‘white’ light source. To the Southeast deciduous trees and vegetation are visible, 
beyond this are several single and double story residential properties with some 
windows on both the ground and first floors visible through the trees and 
vegetation, it is anticipated that internal lighting will intermittently illuminate these 
windows. To the Southwest and West is an open grassed area adjacent to the River 
Cam, this area is bordered to the South with a mix of large deciduous and non-
deciduous trees and vegetation. Large trees and vegetation can be seen on the 
Western bank of the River Cam, these block more distant views in this direction.  

5.3.17 CCC were consulted to obtain ‘as-built’ information and associated lighting inventory 
data to enable development of a lighting calculation to assess the current baseline 
lighting levels provided by the street lighting provision. The current lighting standard 
was provided by CCC as S7 (undefined lighting class with no defined lighting levels, 
under the PFI contract this equates to a one for one replacement in the existing 
locations), Table 5-3 shows the results of the modelled lighting calculation in Lux, 
Figure 5.6  below provides context to the location of this lighting in relation to the 
location of LR10. 

Table 5-3: Calculated lighting levels – LR10 
Lit Area Descriptor Lighting 

Standard/s 
Average 
illuminance (Lux) 

Minimum 
illuminance (Lux) 

Uniformity 
(Uo) 

Opposite number 
38 Green End, Fen 
Ditton 

S7 2.88 0.23 0.08 

Source: Mott MacDonald Ltd (2022) 
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Figure 5.6: LR10 street lighting provision 

Source: Mott MacDonald Ltd (2022) 
 

5.3.18 The lighting provision shown in Figure 5.6 above, on Green End, Fen Ditton consists 
of 6m mounting height lighting columns with post-top mounted, 5° tilt, 36w PL-L 
(Compact Fluorescent) Phillips FGS224 luminaires, that produce a warm white 
coloured light.  
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5.3.19 The lighting level at receptor LR10 is approximately 4.2 Lux, this result is relatively 
high because the nearest streetlight to the receptor is approximately 5.3m 
Northwest, lighting column reference number L14WJY 

LR11 

5.3.20 This receptor is located in a large open field with Red House located approximately 
50m to the Northwest of the receptor. To the North there are non-deciduous trees 
bordering the field blocking more distant views in this direction. To the Northeast 
views of Poplar Hall Farmhouse and Poplar Hall are blocked by non-deciduous trees 
bordering the field, a cluster of denser trees also contribute to this blocking effect. 
To the East the view is across a large open field with non-deciduous trees bordering 
Horningsea Road in the distance. The view to the South is across a large open field 
with non-deciduous trees bordering the field in the distance, these trees largely 
screen more distant views although some rooftops of residential properties on 
Green End can been seen above the trees. To the West there is a large amount of 
non-deciduous vegetation preventing views of the River Cam. Due to the distance to 
the closest light source the receptor is assumed to be dark. 

LR12 

5.3.21 This receptor is located on a circulatory dirt track on the Eastern edge of the existing 
Cambridge Wastewater Treatment Plant. next to the Cambridge to King’s Lynn 
railway line. Distant views to the North, East and South are blocked by large amounts 
of deciduous vegetation. To the North and West there is a patch of bushes 
associated with the existing Cambridge Wastewater Treatment Plant, with the top of 
a large metal pylon associated with electrical power transmissions lines visible 
above. To the South and East there are multiple large deciduous trees bordering the 
treatment plant, through gaps in the trees a large ditch can be seen running from 
Northeast to Southwest, this ditch runs alongside the Cambridge to King’s Lynn 
railway line with another row of deciduous vegetation above it. To the West views 
are across the existing Cambridge Wastewater Treatment Plant. It is assumed that 
the treatment plant is lit for operational and maintenance use however the receptor 
location is remote from the majority of the facilities, the receptor is therefore 
assumed to be dark. 

LR13 

5.3.22 This receptor is located in the far Southwestern corner of a small field East of the 
River Cam and North of the A14. To the North along the route of the River Cam there 
is a small dirt footpath that is bordered on both sides by small patches of deciduous 
vegetation. After approximately 150m the footpath continues between some 
deciduous trees where it turns out of view in line with the river. To the Northeast 
approximately 300m away Biggin Abbey Cottages can be seen through the broken 
tree line and vegetation bordering the small field. To the East there are multiple 
large open fields with small deciduous trees in a line marking the edges of the fields. 
Multiple large metal pylons associated with electrical power transmission lines are 
visible running to the distance. To the South there is a mixture of large deciduous 
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and non-deciduous trees bordering the A14 with a small gap directly South at the 
bridge. The footpath to continues South under the bridge following the direction of 
the River Cam. This section of the A14 is unlit and the bridge does not appear to be 
lit underneath by any form of lighting. To the West on the far side of the river there 
is another, more formal, footpath followed by a uniform row of large deciduous 
trees. No additional significant sources of artificial light have been identified in 
proximity to this receptor location therefore taking a precautionary approach the 
receptor is assumed to be dark. 

LR14 

5.3.23 This receptor is located in a field, approximately 150m Southwest of Biggin Abbey 
Cottages, Biggin Lane. To the North across the large open field there is a row of 
uniform deciduous trees bordering Biggin Lane leading to the Biggin Abbey Cottages, 
directly North the tree line is reduced as the trees are on the Northern side of Biggin 
Lane, there is also a large gap between the trees to allow access to the large field 
further to the North. The canopies of the trees are approximately 2m from ground 
level allowing clear views into the distance beyond the tree line. There are also gaps 
in these trees allowing for the cottages to be seen to the Northwest from the 
receptor location. To the East there is a view across the open field with the 
deciduous tree lined Biggin Lane visible. To the Southeast there is a large metal pylon 
associated with electrical power transmission lines, as well as four approximately 
10m lighting columns on Horningsea Road running to the South towards the A14 
increasing in perceived height the further South they are. To the South of the field 
there is a dense row of deciduous and non-deciduous trees and vegetation blocking 
the A14 from view. To the West across the field there are a mixture of deciduous and 
non-deciduous trees running parallel to the A14, and the top of a large metal pylon 
visible above. A gap in the trees near the A14 bridge over the River Cam is visible and 
is approximately 500m from the receptor. No significant sources of artificial light 
have been identified in proximity to this receptor location therefore taking a 
precautionary approach the receptor is assumed to be dark. 

LR15 

5.3.24 This receptor is located on Horningsea Road outside a residential property, The Lays, 
this section of Horningsea Road has a street lighting provision. Immediately to the 
Northwest of the receptor is a 5/6m mounting height lighting column with a post top 
luminaire mounted at a 100 tilt with a CPO-TW (Cosmopolis) type ‘white’ light 
source, beyond this lighting column views in this direction are screened by a large 
deciduous tree and vegetation. Directly North are views along Horningsea Road with 
the Eastern aspects of residential properties and associated windows visible on the 
Western side of the road, the properties are anticipated to have internal lighting 
with intermittently illuminated windows. Two additional street lighting columns of 
the same type as described above can be seen further in the distance on the 
Western side of Horningsea Road. The Plough & Fleece Public House is visible on the 
Western side of Horningsea Road and is approximately 45m from the receptor 
location, on the Southern aspect of the Public House a floodlight is mounted at a 
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height of approximately 4/5m illuminating the Plough & Fleece sign. On the Eastern 
aspect of the public house two large heritage style lights are mounted at a height of 
approximately 2m with an additional small light mounted to illuminate the menu. 
Beyond these lights, a double-sided Public House sign has two smaller floodlights 
illuminating each side of the sign and are mounted at a height of approximately 
3/4m. On the Eastern side of Horningsea Road the entrance to Scotsdales Garden 
Centre and Sunflower Café can be seen and is approximately 45m from the receptor 
location, at the entrance a twin head lighting column can be seen with an LED and 
high intensity discharge type luminaire mounted atop. Further to the North in the 
distance both sides of Horningsea Road are lined with large deciduous trees. To the 
East are views of a residential property, ‘The Boundary’, several windows are visible 
on the Western aspect of the property at both ground and first floor level and are 
anticipated to have internal lighting with intermittently illuminated windows. A large 
non-deciduous hedgerow borders this property on the Northern aspect and is 
approximately 4/5m in height. Views of an open grassed area at the rear of the 
property are visible with large deciduous trees and vegetation bordering this area 
further to the East screening further view in this direction. Views South are along 
Horningsea Road with both sides of the road lined with large deciduous trees and 
vegetation, no further street lighting provision is visible in this direction. To the West 
are views of a residential property, ‘The Lays’, several windows are visible on the 
Eastern aspect of the property at both ground and first floor level and are 
anticipated to have internal lighting with intermittently illuminated windows, views 
further to the West are predominantly screened by the property however to the 
Southwest and Northwest large deciduous trees can be seen beyond ‘The Lays’. 

5.3.25 CCC were consulted to obtain ‘as-built’ information and associated lighting inventory 
data to enable development of a lighting calculation to assess the current baseline 
lighting levels provided by the existing street lighting provision. The current lighting 
standard was provided by CCC as S5, Table 5-4 shows the results of the modelled 
lighting calculation in Lux, Figure 5.7 below provides context to the location of this 
lighting in relation to the location of LR15. 

Table 5-4: Calculated lighting levels – LR15 
Lit Area Descriptor Lighting 

Standard/s 
Average 
illuminance (Lux) 

Minimum 
illuminance (Lux) 

Uniformity (Uo) 

Horningsea Road 
outside a residential 
property, The Lays 

S5 4.61 0.95 0.21 

Source: Mott MacDonald Ltd (2022) 
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Figure 5.7: LR15 street lighting provision 

Source: Mott MacDonald Ltd (2022) 

 

5.3.26 The lighting provision shown in Figure 5.7 above  on Horningsea Road consists of 5m 

and 6m mounting height lighting columns with post-top mounted, 10° tilt, 45w CPO-
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TW (Cosmopolis) Phillips Mini Iridium SGS451 GB VX2 IT3 P1 luminaires, that 
produce a warm white coloured light.  

5.3.27 The lighting level at receptor LR15 is approximately 10 Lux, this result is high because 
the nearest streetlight to the receptor is approximately 3.2m Northwest, lighting 
column reference number L1WJPD. 

LR16 

5.3.28 This receptor is located on the Western edge of a field approximately 200m East of 
Cambridge Country Cottages. To the North there is a clear view over an open field 
ending in a row of deciduous trees bordering the field. To the Northwest there is the 
CBS Automotive and a residential property, the ‘Grange Farmhouse’ is approximately 
330m from the receptor. These building have wall-mounted floodlights some of 
which are anticipated to be visible through gaps in trees and buildings. Around to the 
East the field extends into the distance with sporadic deciduous trees on borders 
between fields, several electrical power transmissions lines and associated pylons 
can also be seen further in the distance. To the South a dirt track runs between two 
perpendicular rows of dense deciduous trees. These trees are in close vicinity to the 
receptor and block more distant views. To the West the Cambridge Country Cottages 
can be seen. Direct views to these cottages are largely screened but it is likely that 
individual light sources such as internally illuminated windows would be visible 
through the trees. No significant sources of artificial light have been identified in 
close proximity to this receptor location therefore taking a precautionary approach 
the receptor is assumed to be dark. 

LR17 

5.3.29 This receptor is located in a field North of the Clayhithe Farm buildings. To the North 
of the receptor over an open field there is a curving row of deciduous trees 
bordering the route of the River Cam. There are some gaps in these trees allowing 
for views of the River Cam and the trees and infrastructure associated with the Cam 
Sailing Club on the far side. To the East there is a small asphalt road lined with 
intermittent deciduous trees that cuts through a large open field. The view continues 
beyond the small asphalt road for a considerable distance before being obscured by 
sporadic deciduous trees and the undulating topography. Running alongside the 
road there are several wooden poles associated with a low voltage overhead power 
lines, these continue around to the South. The majority of the view to the South is 
obscured due to a combination of the close proximity of the Clayhithe Farm 
buildings, the small asphalt road lined with intermittent deciduous trees, and trees 
planted on the Northern aspects of the farm buildings. These farm buildings have 
multiple wall mounted floodlights. To the West there are multiple deciduous trees 
and bushes bordering the field, this vegetation provides screening for the residential 
buildings behind. Clayhithe Road runs by these buildings but has no street lighting 
columns, on the far side of the bridge there is Cambridge Motorboat Club, and The 
Bridge public house. The public house building has several wall mounted heritage 
style lights around the frontage as well as approximately 8m high column mounted 
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floodlights for the car park. There is approximately 200m from the receptor to the 
public house but due to gaps in the tree lines these light sources might be visible. No 
significant sources of artificial light have been identified in close proximity to this 
receptor location therefore taking a precautionary approach the receptor is assumed 
to be dark. 

LR18 

5.3.30 This receptor is located in a field South of the River Cam opposite the Cam Sailing 
Club. To the North of the receptor there is an approximately 1m high raised 
embankment running alongside the River Cam, likely preventing direct views of the 
river from within the field. On the far side of the River Cam there is an open field 
with the tops of large deciduous trees visible in the distance. To the East across a 
large open field there are several deciduous trees and a line of bushes blocking the 
majority of the view. In a gap between this vegetation residential properties are 
visible at a distance of approximately 450m. The view over the open field to the 
South is obstructed by several large deciduous trees. There are multiple large gaps in 
these trees allowing for views of the Clayhithe Farm buildings. To the West there is a 
row of large deciduous trees running along the path of the river. These trees end to 
the Northwest of the receptor allowing for direct views of the Cam Sailing Club at a 
distance of approximately 150m. There are no visible lights at this location however 
it is likely that there will be some kind of wayfinding and security lighting around the 
site. The sailing club is bordered behind by multiple large deciduous trees. No 
additional significant sources of artificial light have been identified in proximity to 
this receptor location therefore taking a precautionary approach the receptor is 
assumed to be dark. 

LR19 

5.3.31 This receptor is located on the Eastern edge of a field North of River Cam near the 
Cam Sailing Club. This field is enclosed by rows of deciduous trees and vegetation on 
the Northern, Eastern, and Southern boundaries. The trees to the North have 
multiple gaps allowing for further views of a dirt track and a line of wooden poles 
associated with a low voltage overhead power line. To the East and South ongoing 
views are obscured by the trees and vegetation. To the West the view is less 
obstructed, at a distance of approximately 125m from the receptor is a line of small 
bushes and a dirt track running from South to North splitting the field. Past this dirt 
track the tops of multiple allotments can be seen followed by a dense line of 
deciduous trees. No significant sources of artificial light have been identified in close 
proximity to this receptor location therefore taking a precautionary approach the 
receptor is assumed to be dark. 

LR20 

5.3.32 This receptor is located in a field East of the Cambridge to King’s Lynn railway line 
and North of Bannold Road. To the North of the receptor over a large open field with 
several small wooden poles associated with a high voltage overhead power line, 
there is a border of small deciduous vegetation running alongside the rail line from 
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Cambridge to King’s Lynn. Above the rail tracks is a line of power cables supported 
by multiple metal poles. Past the rail tracks to the Northwest there are several lines 
of large mixed deciduous and non-deciduous trees. Between these trees views of 
multiple industrial buildings can be seen, the closest building is approximately 150m 
from the receptor whereas the furthest is approximately 250m away. No light 
sources can be seen on these buildings but there is likely to be some kind of 
wall/building mounted floodlights for security. To the East along the asphalted 
Bannold Road there are more small wooden poles associated with high voltage 
overhead power transmission lines as well as small groups of mixed deciduous 
vegetation further in the distance, this road had no street lighting provision. The 
view extends a large distance to the Northeast due to the slightly elevated nature of 
the road. To the South there is a small drainage ditch filled with water bordered on 
both sides by dense deciduous vegetation. Beyond this ditch is an open field with a 
solitary area of trees around the Waterbeach Hyacinth Park approximately 100m 
from the receptor. To the West along Bannold Road there is a rail crossing with two 
sets of signals on each side of the crossing but no identified lighting columns. In the 
distance the tops of some deciduous trees and residential properties can be seen, 
the closest of which is approximately 300m from the receptor. These properties are 
likely to have security lighting as well as multiple internally illuminated windows. 
Bannold Road has street lighting, the first lighting column is opposite the entrance to 
Bannold Drove and is approximately 4/5m heigh, this lighting continues into 
Waterbeach in a Westerly direction. No additional significant sources of artificial 
light have been identified in proximity to this receptor location therefore taking a 
precautionary approach the receptor is assumed to be dark. 

LR21 

5.3.33 This receptor is located in a field East of the Cambridge to King’s Lynn railway line 
and West of Long Drove. To the Northwest of the receptor there is a long clear view 
over the rail line from Cambridge to King’s Lynn. Above the tracks is a line of power 
cables supported by multiple metal poles. Past the rail tracks there are several lines 
of large deciduous trees and vegetation. To the Northeast there is a short view over 
a field before a row of deciduous trees and vegetation blocks more distant views. 
The view to the East is mostly uninterrupted with Long Drove being slightly elevated 
over the surrounding fields, also with small wooden poles associated with low 
voltage overhead power lines. Long Drove does not have any visible street lighting. 
In the distance the River Cam can be seen with some deciduous trees on the 
Western bank. To the South there is a small ditch filled with water followed by open 
views over multiple fields with several deciduous trees blocking specific viewing 
angles. To the Southeast approximately 350m from the receptor there is a small 
cluster of buildings associated with Lock Farm with no identifiable light sources other 
than the internally illuminated windows. To the West over the rail tracks and a small 
row of deciduous bushes the top of multiple residential properties can be seen at an 
approximate distance of 250m from the receptor and the closest property. There are 
multiple approximately 6m street lighting columns on Capper Road running by these 
residential properties, there is a possibility that some of these lights sources would 
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be visible between gaps in trees and residential properties. Due to the distance to 
the closest light sources the receptor is assumed to be dark. 

LR22 

5.3.34 This receptor is located in a field East of Bannold Drove and West of the Cambridge 
to King’s Lynn railway line. To the North of the receptor there is a clear view over a 
field running alongside an unnamed asphalt road. Small patches of deciduous trees 
block specific views at a variety of distances. To the East past the rail line from 
Cambridge to King’s Lynn with a line of power cables supported by multiple metal 
poles, there is a clear view over multiple fields towards the River Cam with several 
deciduous trees on the Western bank. The view to the South is primarily blocked by 
a row of approximately 2.5m high bushes with only the tops of a few industrial 
building visible above. These buildings have wall mounted floodlights at a high level 
which may be visible from the receptor. To the West is the town of Waterbeach with 
a high number of residential properties and street lighting. The closest residential 
property is approximately 100m to the Southwest running along Capper Road with 
multiple approximately 6m high street lighting columns throughout. The entirety of 
this side of Waterbeach is mostly bordered by approximately 2.5m high bushes and 
sporadic deciduous trees primarily shielding the entirety of the properties ground 
floors from view. No additional significant sources of artificial light have been 
identified in proximity to this receptor location therefore taking a precautionary 
approach the receptor is assumed to be dark. 
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6 Impact Assessment 

6.1 Introduction 

6.1.1 No detailed lighting design is yet in place for the Proposed Development. The 
impacts discussed in this section are therefore based on the application of the 
lighting design identified in Section 4. The impacts identified below assume that the 
mitigation provided within Table 4-4 has been applied. A precautionary approach has 
been taken, assuming and assessing worst case impacts as necessary. Recommended 
secondary mitigation is provided within Table 7-1 and predicted residual effects 
follow.   

6.2 Assumptions and clarifications for estimated impacts 

6.2.1 Impacts discussed in this section are based on the lighting requirements for the 
various development components discussed in Section 4 of this report and the 
locations of each lighting application within the Proposed Development. 

6.2.2 During the desk based study every effort has been made to correctly identify trees as 
either deciduous of non-deciduous however it is acknowledged that this 
identification may be flawed in some cases where the quality of desk based data is 
insufficient.   

6.2.3 The desk based study uses sources of information such as street view photography 
that can vary in age therefore the current onsite condition may vary from those 
identified during the desk based study.  

6.2.4 Trees and all other vegetation have been ignored for the purpose of this assessment 
to provide a 'worst case' assessment, i.e. in winter when vegetation is minimal, or to 
allow for vegetation to be removed in the future. 

6.2.5 Information provided by the local highways authority (CCC) is assumed to be an 
accurate and current representation of existing street lit areas. 

6.2.6 If any significant changes are implemented during design development or as a 
consequence of value engineering that have potential to increase the levels of 
obtrusive light, it is recommended that the lighting assessment is re-performed. 

6.2.7 When lighting design calculations are carried out site constraints often limit the most 
efficient position of light fittings, often in these situations slight over lighting of areas 
is a result of a designer's need to compromise ideal positions or spacing between 
columns. The assessment of effects therefore assumes that the achieved levels of 
lighting for each application would be slightly beyond the minimum required levels 
discussed in Section 4 of this report. 

6.2.8 The Lighting Design Strategy (Appendix 2.5, App Doc Ref 5.4.2.5) provides worst case 
lighting levels on which the assessment is based, these lighting levels are Em 
(maintained illuminance) levels, which are the values below which the average 
illuminance (in lux) on the specified surface is not allowed to fall. For the purposes of 
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the assessment of potential effects of obtrusive light all Em levels quoted within this 
document are assumed to be exceed by 25%. 

6.2.9 It is assumed that all equipment specifications will be typical of the relevant 
applications and required lighting standard. 

6.2.10 The design team have confirmed that the Gateway Building will not be lit as a 
decorative night time feature, given the type of development and sensitive 
environmental area, it is assumed that no additional buildings are being illuminated 
as a night time feature, as such building illuminance has been de-scoped from this 
assessment. 

6.2.11 Upward flux ratio has also been de-scoped from this assessment as this is only 
required where there is a defined performance requirement, specialized fauna 
growth lighting systems (such as those use to promote grass growth in sports stadia), 
proximity to optical observatories, or lies within an E1 environmental zone which 
abuts a dark sky protected E0 environmental zone. Optical observatories are located 
to the West of Cambridge City approximately 5km from the Proposed Development, 
however the viewing angle towards CWWTP would require sight over Cambridge City 
and therefore CWWTP is not predicted to be a visible addition to the night time 
scene when the obscuring nature of Cambridge City lighting is considered.   

6.2.12 Following a review of the Lighting Design Strategy (Appendix 5.2 App Doc Ref  
5.4.2.5), the Works Plans (App Doc Refs 4.3.0 to 4.3.11), General Arrangement Plans 
(App Doc Ref 4.2) and Design Plans (App Doc Refs 4.9 – 4.14), and the other plans 
contained in Volume 4 of the application, the following construction areas are 
assumed not to require lighting: -  

• Gayton Farm – Operational inspection / maintenance areas as indicated 
within General Arrangement plan – Sheet 7 (App Doc Reference 4.2.7). 

• Grange Farm – Temporary construction works area, temporary construction 
access, and operational inspection / maintenance areas as indicated within 
General Arrangement plan – Sheet 8 (App Doc Reference 4.2.8). 

• Temporary construction access, and operational inspection / maintenance 
areas as indicated within General Arrangement plan – Sheet 8 - Inset plan 8.1 
- (App Doc Reference 4.2.8). 

• Riverside Farm – Temporary construction access, operational inspection / 
maintenance areas, and temporary pedestrian route through field as 
indicated within General Arrangement plan – Sheet 9 – (App Doc Reference 
4.2.9). 

6.2.13 The route of the Waterbeach Pipeline is assumed to include temporary compounds, 
these compounds are assumed to be within the Waterbeach corridor, at approx. 
1km intervals and will be located away from sensitive receptors. Within the Lighting 
Design Strategy (Appendix 2.5, App Doc Ref 5.4.2.5) ‘typical open trench sections’, 
are proposed to be lit to 200 Lux (Maintained illuminance (Em)), any temporary 
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compounds within the Waterbeach Pipeline are assumed to be lit in the same 
manner as the ‘typical open trench sections’.  

6.2.14 Lighting Design Strategy (Appendix 2.5, App Doc Ref 5.4.2.5) indicates that 
Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD) launch / recovery sites for the ‘Railway – north 
crossing’, ‘A14 crossing’, and the ‘River Cam crossing (south)’ require lighting 
provisions for safety and security purposes. It is assumed that all HDD launch / 
recovery sites require the same lighting provisions, see Table 4-3 for details.  

6.2.15 Lighting Design Strategy (Appendix 2.5, App Doc Ref 5.4.2.5) indicates that ‘typical 
open trench sections’ require lighting provisions for safety and security purposes. It 
is assumed that all open trench sections, including the final effluent pipeline and 
storm flow pipeline require the same lighting provisions, as detailed within Table 6.1 
of the Lighting Design Strategy (Appendix 2.5, App Doc Ref 5.4.2.5).  

6.2.16 Lighting Design Strategy (Appendix 2.5, App Doc Ref.4.2.5) does not indicate that any 
navigation lighting is required on the River Cam as a results of the Proposed 
Development, for example on the River Cam temporary Coffer Dam.  Therefore, it is 
assumed that no navigation lighting is required.  

6.2.17 Additional assumed construction lighting requirements that are not included within 
Lighting Design Strategy (Appendix 2.5, App Doc Ref4.2.5),  have been documented 
within Table 4-3 and have been used to inform the assessment of potential effects 
for the construction phase lighting of the Proposed Development.  

6.2.18 The extents of assumed worst case lighting for Horningsea Road provided within  

6.2.19 Table 4-1 are assumed to include the bridge over the A14. 

6.2.20 The obtrusive light limitations for an exterior lighting installation are dependent on 
the location of the site in terms of its Environmental Zone; the definitions of these 
zones are taken from GN01:2021. For further details of the Environmental Zone and 
the restrictions that apply to CWWTW please refer to Section 3.5. 

6.3 Construction phase effects 

6.3.1  
Table 6-1 assesses the likely significant effects on human receptors that could result 
from the CWWTPR during the construction phase of works associated with the 
CWWTPR, taking into account the embedded, best practice and tertiary mitigation 
measures provided within Table 4-4. The likely duration of effect is also estimate 
based upon the definition provided with paragraph reference 3.7.11.







   
  

Cambridge Waste Water Treatment Relocation Project 
Lighting Assessment Report  

80 
 
 

6.4 Operational and maintenance phase effects  

6.4.1 Table 6-2 assesses the likely significant effects on human receptors that could result 
from the CWWTPR during both the operational and maintenance phases of works 
associated with the CWWTPR, taking into account the embedded, best practice and 
tertiary mitigation measures provided within Table 4-4. The likely duration of effect 
is also estimate based upon the definition provided with paragraph reference 3.7.11. 
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7 Secondary Mitigation 

7.1 Introduction 

7.1.1 The secondary mitigation methods in Table 7-1 describe lighting design techniques 
and offer equipment specification that will aid in reducing the impacts of the 
Proposed Development’s lighting applications. These shall be applied where legally 
compliant, practicable and safe to do so, taking into account the operational, 
maintenance and construction requirements of the Proposed Development.
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8 Residual Effects 

8.1 Introduction 

8.1.1 No detailed lighting design is yet in place for the Proposed Development. The effects 
discussed in this section are therefore based on the assumption that mitigation 
provides levels of obtrusive light that are in compliance with the limits identified in 
Section 3.7. 

8.2 Residual construction phase effects 

 
8.2.1 Table 8-1 assesses the likely residual effects that could result from the CWWTPR 

during the construction phase of works associated with the CWWTPR, taking into 
account the secondary mitigation measures. The likely duration of effect is also 
estimate based upon the definition provided with paragraph reference 3.7.10.  
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8.3 Residual operational and maintenance phase effects 

Table 8-2 assesses the likely residual effects that could result from the CWWTPR during both 
the operational and maintenance phases of works associated with the CWWTPR, taking into 
account the secondary mitigation measures. The likely duration of effect is also estimate 
based upon the definition provided with paragraph reference 3.7.10. 











   
  

Cambridge Waste Water Treatment Relocation Project 
Lighting Assessment Report  

100 
 
 

10 References 

Bat Conservation Trust & ILP. (2018). Guidance Note 08/18 Bats and artificial lighting iin the UK Bats 

and the Built Environment series. Retrieved from 

 

BREEAM. (2021, 12 1). Ene 03 External lighting (all buildings). Retrieved from https://bregroup.com/: 

 

CCC. (2016, 01). Highways Development - Street Lighting. Retrieved from Cambridgeshire County 

Council : https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-library/imported-

assets/Street_lighting_Development_Specification.pdf 

CPRE. (2016). England's Light Pollutioon and Dark Skies. Retrieved from Campaign to Protect Rural 

England:  

CPRE. (2016a, 6). Night Blight: Mapping England’s light pollution and dark skies. Retrieved from 

CPRE.ORG.UK:  

GOV.UK. (2021, June). Energy Technology Criteria List 2021. Retrieved from gov.uk: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_

data/file/992204/etcl-2021-rev-jun-21.pdf 

ILP. (2013). PLG04 GUIDANCE ON UNDERTAKING ENVIRONMENTAL LIGHTING IMPACT 

ASSESSMENTS. Retrieved from Institute of Lighting Professionals: 

 

ILP. (2021). Guidance Note 1 for the reduction of obtrusive light 2021. Retrieved from Institure of 

Lighitng Professionals: 

 

ILP. (2021). ILP PUBLICATIONS. Retrieved from Guidance Note 1 for the reduction of obtrusive light 

2021: 

 

International Dark-Sky Association. (2010, 5 4). Visibility, Environmental, and Astronomical Issues 

Associated with Blue-Rich White Outdoor Lighting. Retrieved from 

 

 

  



   
  

Cambridge Waste Water Treatment Relocation Project 
Lighting Assessment Report  

101 
 
 

11 Appendices 

11.1 Appendix A – Lighting receptor and environmental zone plan 
 








